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Mercurii; 21" die Fan. 1693- 
Ordered, 


Hat the Thanks of the Houſe be 
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-mon by him preached before this 
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mas Dyke and Mr. Hungerford do aC- 


quaint him therewith. 
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By Peter Birch, D. D. Chaplain in 
Ordinary to Their Majeſtics. 
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Ye þ PW of Gilboa /et there be n0 FR 


-netber- let there: be . rain. upon. you, nor 
fields of of ering s: * fon-there the ſhield of 

the mighty: is vilely caft away, the ſhield 
_ of Saul, . as though he had not been anoint- 
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ed with 0 = 
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over Saul, and an expreſlior not'l his gricf 
ſo raiſcd and: pins root, as nothing 
but the greatne(s of the occaſion could excite, 


FT" is part of the lamentation of - David 


.nor any raptures; but- thoſc of a Kang + and Trg- | 


pher-preſenr-us,vith+,_. 
Ic is over; the fall of a ; 3 hoy that was lieral- 


ly the Loxds anointed-and ' his Succeflor , or if 
any. prefer.the. being, Vicegerents to their "inferi. 
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ours, -thas was the defirejand choice of the peo- 
_ ple; Saul being advanced co the throne when 
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Ihaet firſt grew weary of the Theocracy., -' and 
defired a King after -the form of other nations. - 
Beſides that after his union he had a new hearr 
even him, and was numbred among the Pro- 
phers'; ſo that his obſequies were-fit only to be 
folemniz'd by-one like himſelf, the known inhe- 
ritor of his Kingdom and Spirit. To whoſe 
.rears alſo it muſt needs have been a confidera- 
ble addition, that. he had. then. raiſed an army, 
which. though. not immediately .ccaployed a- 
gainſt his maſter, yet we find offcred unto- 4- 
chiſh, and that it made-the rear of” his battel 
when he went out to fight againft. Ifrae/ ;- -and 
therefore it is no wonder, that he whoſe heart 
fmore him for offering violence bur tothe $kirr 
of his-Prince's robe, ſhould be overwhelmed at 
his death. - / 6-1 þ Ea : 
But beſides theſe appropriate cmrcumftances, 
there are fuflictent irr this pathetick Rory to war- 
rant our Charches accommodating to'the 
preſent folemnicy. For akhough few Texts of 
Scripture are exactly faited to thoſe of proyi- 
dences, and-much lefs' to thart- crime without a 
precedent, mr which all the villanics of our hate 
confutions were compleated, yet docs this noble 
I | inſtance 


inſtatice of David's piety: to | Jank each: us that 
our dutyis practicable, cverr againfl an apparent 
meereſt; 'and the higheſt provocations.- 

We'necd nor then ſpend-time in making-out 
the parallel, or enquite whether God really ſuf- 
fered his anointed; to fall by the hands of one he 
| had difobediently faved ; ris enough for us that 
David believed the Amalekites relation, and that 
- his carriage-herein is recorded for our example, 
co gude'(pofterny an the ſane; courſe; HB was 
at that eime under more rritc- difcouragements 
from his deny, than ever any rebel ſince invent- 
ed falſe ones. ;**he had-a/ uſt declared tile: co 
facceed, had faved the horour 'of his. Country, 
and was che darkng of 'his'peoplc;, and yer had 
grievances alone to'plead, ek he had macrited 
rewards. For he was openly perſecuted by 
Sul, wha malice that ſeenaed-cqually incapa- 
ble of end or increaſe ; one'that all his ſeryices 
and ſubmiſſions cogerher could never allay, chat 
had endangered the-life of Jorathan for | inter- 
ccding, "6d could ungratefully welcame him 
fromthe flaynghter of the Philifizs, with ſeeking 
eo firike Him-to che wall: wirh 4: Javelin':: thac 
as hnnkelf complains,” _ bim' like 4:. Par- 
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ridge on the' mountains; and rhade his days as 
a ſhadow that dectineth» . 

And yet when-this heir of tbe ki oor 
the Crown and hisEnemy fall into mh 4 r0- 
gether, he does not baſely trample upon his 
misfortunes, or draw. .arguments fram proyi- 
denccs 'to conclude hini tejected- of God, bur 
forgetting his revenge, he/firſt - vindicates” the 

majeſty of Sazl by the deatfy of - his deſtroyer, 
ad then he' piouſly- Jaments over. him; not 
with a tranſient and retired gricf, as if be alone 
had: been.concerned, bur afcer the ſame. manner 
as the Goſpel now: provides, thar. ſupplications, 


prayers and' interceſſions -be imade for Kings, 
z.e, compoſed and: ſolcamly performed in our 
daily offices ; ſo he. likewiſe: frames this divine 
lamentation,” 'enters'it in his book of Faſher, 
where his other bymns and _ ſongs were 


written; and having, according to the uſe of 
ancient times , givcn it a title trom the moſt 
Eminent paſſage, as' was the bow of Jonathan, 
he to make the-forrow univerſal, commands it 
'to be taught the children of Fudah ; that all 

might learn with one heart -and mouth to Wcep 
over the light and beauty of TJfreel. 7e moun- 


tains | 


e 05> 9 F539 oO WO TL NE ER 
nk ot Bot F AIS a CSS DC ep RO rt 24 
* x # ” 2 


Wea © 7 ” Z 
- A .»f 4-25 bs 4 _ ” bh 
p > Rq wo or LI on nm © 0 "4 
- EE EE ae © WR © bw. 
4 PE EE BS TE Br, Wl 3 pe © $7 2% Ig 
PR. th OX: TIES IMF * 
es > £ E 


taing . e's Gulbas, _—_ by thy ds qr was 
ONCE  aCccut {d 'by heaven. for. fo fin. of man, 
is. but juſt that you, O unhappy Mountains, 
ſhould: - ever bid adicu to its bleſſings, upon 
which the light of Jrgel was extinguiſhed; you 
deſerve to.loſe your fertility, and. be given up ro 
perpetual barrennefs 3 and may this expiate, 
may you rather never more yield .an increaſc 
ſufficiect for an offering unto | the' Lord, than 
that his herirage ſhould be brought tq confuſion, | 


7: $& «bj 


and the blood of his anointed be "Irquied at our. 
hands. 
| Theſe two parts herefoxe, the maledicti- 
on, and the reaſon of it :, I thall diftinaly con- 
GS. with rclation to the prefert ſolemnity, 
An 
_ x. Of the maledi&tion, Let there be 0 dew, 
or rain upon you, nor fields of offerings. Thi We 
need not force into a Prophecy, as if. no rain or 
dew had ever {ince. fallen upon. Mount. Gilboa ; 
and much lc. arc we to eſteem it only the rage 
of the Poet, all rapture. and hyperbole ; for if 
we paſs on toits ground and dclig 1gN,o0r Conparc. 
it with other the like. paſſages in ſeveral, of. the 
Prophets, it will appear 1o; far above ; a Curſe of, 
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fancy and preſumption, as to be fourided uport 
onethat'is real and' perpetually threatoing.” *Tis 
comment enough but ro repeat that one.p allcl 
inſtance of Job's curſing the time of his birth, c. 3: 
Let, fath he, the day periſh wherein I was born, 
and the night in which it was ſaid there js a man- 
child conceeued, Let that day be darkneſs; let not 
God regard it from above, neither let the. light ſhine 
apor it.Let darkneſs and the ſhadow of death flain it, 
let a chud deelt por ir.&c.AV which 1snot a piece 
of blaſphemy or diftruſt in God, bur a defigned 
demonſtration of the bitterneſs of his troubles; 
and rhe comempt he had' of that life which ſuf- 
rained them; for Fob is before faid, c. 1. 21. not 
to have charged God fooliſhly ; he was long fince - 
reigned and had commenced the ſtandard of 
patience. And thercfare thofe who firſt 1gno- 
ranthy call this murmuring, and then: excuſe it 
by mfirmiry , they might as well apologize for - 
the Saviour of the world himfelf, who wich 
ftrong cries prayedrhe Farher that cup miighr paſs 
from him, to drink of which he came: down 
RammASN-TES oo ti oo 
But if we confider Davidas a-man after God's - 
own heart, and to haye been in all -the' other. 
| | circum- 
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_ exrcumſtances of this ſtory maſt eminently care- 

ful of his duty to'Savt; then the Text likewiſe 
' muſt be interpreted by the ſame rule as that of 
Job, notas a flight in Poetry, bur for a juſt grief 
and a deprecation of that guilt wherein the whole 
land was involyed , - and which hangs over all 
Countries, that embrue their hands in the blood 
of God's Vicegerents. 32] 

From all which it ſeems an caſy conſequence, 
that if David forrowed and fearcd fo much, for: 
the death of a King ſlain in battcl and open hoſti- 
_ lity, if he fo carcfully propagated his grief, leſt 
the curſe ſhould fpread and become national, if 
fo high a concern was neceifary for one thathad. 
been ſo highly provoked, therefore 

x. The hke duty is now univerſal, namely;that 
we alfo joyn in an united and. public lamentation 
for that ftxll more innocent blood of the Mar- 
tyr of this day. And Fas 

2. That the neglect of it, and* an nſenftbility 
of the guilt, will cereainly- bring- upon | us the 
curſe mfinuated m the Text: | | 

Now both theſe particulars ſappoſe our ſins 
and our duty to onrlive | the valgar opinion 
that as forme crumes are too great to be CO 
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by the paiſiadecy 9 one abi generat 


alſo-there are ſoine duties that ſurvive the p party 
to pat nk they were due 5 we 'do not perform all 
the laft-offices to the deceaſed upon his firſt in- 
terrment;: bac his funerals return - upon every 
inſtance deſigned to' preferve his 'memory, and - 
in this ſence our Lord's death is ſaid to be fQ]] 
ſhewed forth , by a commemorative ſacrifice, 
- and that 1t-ſhall, be ſo- rift he come-to zudgment. 
:: Nay every man that is not-ignerant of |himſclf 
- muſt acknowledge; that the ſoul 1s able co;/pro- 
2 duce the ſame effects by reflex acts as when the 
* objett 1 is preſent.to. us, ſo [48.40 fancy'a. pa} di- 
.- verſion ist0 a&&'it- over again; and to. call- back 
' the moſt trifling endearmentsof a deceaſed friend 
s © make all our ſorrows. bleed atreſh;' and to 
renew-thoſe paſhons; -we-at farſt entertain d' him 
with. Upon thisact leaſt are built all thok com- 
mands of meditating, conſidering, and calling tq 
 Temembratice things-paſt; as the only: true Way 
400. be affected with them. 

Siace then the duty ſtill remains, and that the 
very preſence of this, honorable Afembly ſuppoſes 
it,we may reflec onghe two principal aggrayations 
of choſe ſufferin gs weare this day commanded to * 

lament E. 
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lamentiovery- _ de FP at tius 

pay: forge.. faine honours t@j our;.la hare 
Soveraign , and |. may nOt- ans, 54 of the 
ſins and, the plagues of his PICO Now 
tho --;j; 
I-; of theſe aggravations we may, juſtly eſteem 
the private worth: of his-perſon.. To forma juſt 
| Idea. of which, | and — more to draw his 
Image, or venture. upon; his Character, would 
' require, a Soul as great as; his, was. 3...” were a 
profanation in any ruder hand . to attempt ic 
bur yer, the, perfectigns | which were obvious, 
and withun the reach, of, cvery, the, mcancſt be- 
holder, arc ſufficient to raiſe our, gricf and ad- 
miration.;. -- 

Had all they, ;of -his own, houſhold been his 
focs, and conſpired. to. conceal him from the 
World, yet, it; muſt have ſuſpected ſome 
great from that blood, .in which Nature had 
united all the. gallanc diſpaſitions of the chieſ 
Chriſtian "uk nt "But when once theſe had 
gathered ſtrength, and rendred his manhood as 
auguſt as his birth, . then he. appeared with all 
- that was requiſite to, make. him good as a Man, 
or honourable as; a "R0gs There Plato might 


have 
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ve ſeen” Texrning on the Thirorie, ": 
fophy ſenior Af E 


veraigns, from-whoſe/fauhs "their very temiicy, 


if honourable ones, ! uſe to terre” with! reſpect; 
for if: he had any; they were in thoſe 'genefous 
exceſſes of Pardon a9d'Liberality;' 'avincl} diſtin- 


guiſh' Princes from: the vulgar 5 


ropic of praifing hith from compatiſsr” 82 real. 
diminution. to , his greatneſs”; he that firth' He 
was villiant as 'Caſat; * tells but” 54lf "the froth; 
for his Courage was cqually- Stcat' ofr the: Scafe. 
fold as in the Field ; he owed not his'E 
ro paſſion'or cxaniple; bur 'His reſohntei 

eyer ftrongtft in Recirttnenr, (ai RE wkeiry 


moſt gallantry when he had' moſt Teifore to. 


fear. To compare his Femperantc. orh Con- 
tempt of the World'to'that*6F. a Beg 7 Phi 
loſopher, were to commend: his ph 1 or his © 
poverty ; but he wanted neliabs Fl Hetes 
nor great temptations, nor any help of envy 
declaim againſt other mens” PROP, « bec uf 
| he could neyer tafte chem himſdf. ** 


er anendbled beach 4 ants | 
had” etcrniz'd its-Hero + he title riccded: the 


common allowances that are made to other So-. 


the foomrtion. 
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of:7ob;, nd the-zeal of  Zofaes, all gheſe me 1n 
his. breaſt, - and together made; up a perfect 
man ; ane that: allthe indaſtey,- of-his -cnc- 
ncs:: could never fearch ot: a plauſible ;ac- 
_ cuſauon/agamdl;- though: thew: IMAjICC,PUr; 
ſycd bin ahrough alkthempſt privare actions = 
of his bife.; "The truth /is,, in, bim they had 
nothing-to: revile tngchis:Vuttuss, and were 
it fit to-aminglerbis; iglesy wth. hci -xcr 
proaches; tha: rould never. be. fo. pertetly 
farm'd upas-in the caluarycs ; that which 
they:blaſphemed for; yranny,. was'a Boun- 
ey-thar ſcattered: acnongithem.} all his Royal 
Prerogatives; and Jefe-thern nothing to mur- 
cer;butikhnfelf 1 ' theſe; firangers.to. a, meck 
and/quiet fpicit: had therinſdlence to. call, bis 
a; detect + of: undeeſtanding+:.Qbihnacy mn 
their mouths was m:hicm_ a firmne(s to; his. du- 
ty, and :Snperftioniailvcgularity an Deyoti- 
on: Nothing .ccrtainly;;:but! their furious 
zcal durft: have fiinked-hiny:an enemy to Reli- 
gion; of which bis: like ras the greateſt or- 
nament;:andi his death the;noft; devour Cx- 
amplc : None'alfs::had forchcad.cnough to 
PRIEN C 2 
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pronounce him ciebwitecdy tO rel reign, and 
haps in that inglorious* qualiy lat, Ys 
never yet ourdone; bur = thoſe who have 
fince pretended him anable'to Write." 
Upon the whole matter. if we ſeriouſly  - 
reflect on - the many: afflictions which ſur- 
rounded the head of 'that excellent Prince , 
how little he deſerved the leaſt of them from 
any man, nay /how- much otherwiſe he: me+ 
rited from moſt of the. chicf actors; iand © 
yet againſt how many - fair hopes they. pre- 
i - _vailed ;; and with. how -many- fad cireum- 
2 ſtances "they were increaſed, as-if all :thar re- 
E hted to him were but ſo: many appendages 
of his fufferings ; but with what an unſhaken 
conftancy he bore themvall ; we: anutt hence 
conchade, ' that _ was ſeparated: by: God's 
eſpectal appointment to give a new cnenple  Y 
of fortitude to the decayingVirtueof the'age; 
and to confirm the belict of paſt Miracles to 
one in which they are ceaſed. - | 
And thus in King Solomon's phraſe it "WR 
ncd to the juſt man according to- the work 
of the wicked, and we may well take: up his 
Fathers complaint, How are the mighty fallen, 
and 
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and the weapons. a —— How: is the 
beauty of Iſrael ſlain upon thine | high places ! 

hau, 0 annatural country, no longer mertts 
the common bleſſings of heaven, the rain or the 
dew, and much leſs thoſe diſtinguiſhing enjoy 
ments, by which it hath hitherto divided thee 
4: well in happineſs as in ſcituation. Why are 
thine houſes yet Jofe from fear, and the rod of 

0d not upon thee { Wherefore do the wicked ftill 
live, become old and mighty in power? why are 
the old arts but flill adoancing to thy ruine ? 
but that thou mayeſt at length meet. a vengeance 
worthy of God, on i ap- the dregs of bis 
fey. 

2, The Ely great aggravation. of our 
gricf 1 Is, thatinall the guilty parts of our So- 
veraign' s Martyrdoms his awn people had fo 
great a.ſhare. . I amnor 1gnorant how many 
ſcrupulous conſciences there are, that are 
truly tender of. nothing. but a juſt reproof 3 
and how impoſlible it is for - "ca that tells 
them the truth: not to be accounted an Enc- 
' my, and uſed fo upon occaſion; *twere in- 
deed a mighty ftep towards their converſion, 
if thoſe men could bear found dodtrine, _ 

avec 


= 


have ideas; like Ply Apovri creatures 
hadheir;gall 46+ cheir ears. | + Bur ako teh 
there\is art indemnity for cheir'perfons, there 
5-no oblivion indulged their rebellions, we 
are'not bound to ſpare the crime, or'cty peace 
ro. the wicked, when God ſays theres none; 
and therefore ſince their gcnetal and dreadful 
impenitences creates @ riceffity of yearly de. 
claring who were his Murderers,* :ant* who 

fill She their prifciples ;'| hope” it 'wul not 
be interpreted an invcedve to give this ſhore 
account of ctheactron. \ 

\' When therefore the' hey of Cod had 
mae the goods of our Church pay. for the 
purity of its doftrine, and had adyanccd a 
private-quarret into-a glorious and public re- 
formation,- it wis/of his permiffion, © who al- 
ways: leaves a way open to puniſh us without 
a miracle, that ſome- of its enemies were Mill 
kfras thorns. in'our ſides,” and” char'ou t of 
ther corruption were hatch'd 2 tiew race of 
men, who having firft fowred all the benig- 
ny and generoſity” of nature, *were fir only 
for executioners;artt ro be poured! out among 
his other plagues, as a a pumfhment of our 
{ins 
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fies.->Thele, like thekr winds; vermin.” 
fed dnlf bp the 'feirtefl mrietbers-6f” Chan : 
and States, whoever had his ambition checked? 
or hare the reſt of his brethren, "knew pre- 
ſently where to herd, and find companions' 
thatiwere friends to none: but themſelves. * 
'Now of theſe and the Emiiflaries thit bred 
them, was made up that rod-of God which 
had been-a long: time _— aus andiat 
length inflicted the iroke;- Fc For” when once 
our vice and cartleſnefs had made them con- 
fiderable, and they-could find fates to libel ; 
after a yxurious peacehidd! terdred/ athoneſt 
zeal too weak for falſe one, then were a 
thoſe ectgand: herelics called out of-rheir {e- 
veral ſhades2o- overſpread the land; at miri- 
gle'4 perycrſe ſpirit in the' nid of oreoun- 
cels. -- Hence” all -onr” Soveraigns bountiful. 
conceſſions met evil ſurmiſes and-ſcdirious 
comments, arid theſe were feeonded by mu- 
tinpus ;pctitions, feditious Elamiots, and at 
tength opens affaules. When once the age 
was cnough infatuatedto' give them admit- 
_ tance; this new race of Saifits foon' preach'd 
and  prayed-it into blood and diobedieer 5. 
nec. 


the violation of rights, multiplying widows . 
and orphans, - rapinc and oppreſſion) were tg 
them but ſins of daily -incurſionz and. few : 
were backward-in doing that work of the 
Lord negligently. reraar Sim 
But theſe were only the beginaings. of ſor- 
row, nor could an unnatural and ſeryile war 
produce any victories on the {ide of rebellion 
but what were ſo alſo. With theſe,men to 
overcome and to cxtirpate werethe ſame thing, 
they had . juſt as nuch reverence for: the 
Crown as they. had for the Miter, and kept 
their oaths xo both; alike; till at Jengch by 
ſuch judgesas theſe.che chicf pillars of Church 
and State were made perfect through ſuffer-.- 
ings; and to fill up the meaſure of their fins, 
the great Defender of them both. - The ſub-- 
je&t would be too tedious and ungratcful to 
recount all the infolencies of his mean con- 
querors, the melancholy and terrors of a ſu- 
ſpectcd priſon, the barbarous forms of ſuch 
a tryal and ſuch an exccution, with the other 
unparrallel'd circumſtances of the crime. 
Bur 1t 1s high time to obſerye, that to the 
honour of our Church eſtabliſhed, and: may 
: | It 
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it fo comtnue, i was no. Way” ks to 
this direful- -Fad &t -Sherhad- always. the fame 
Enemics: and the: [fame fate -with her King, 
they: were ever perſecuted-, -opprefied and. 
defamed , 'and have: ever-«fallen together; | 
her” obedicnce was- a nobler. thing than to 


NOD 
fer them periſh unattended ; -- and perhaps in 
the ſad inſtance. now .before'-us it was ne- 
ceſlary. to haye ther conſtancy tryed }:' that 
- ſo famous - an: exainple: might guide Us 
hereafter , af CVCT the . like occaſio "i" | lb -- 
turned. A | 
And- yet. cheeialtaiion! woiwere not 
immediately of acceſſion to fo vile an acti- 
on, our-fins contributed tor the:-Jadgmient , 
and by conſequence we'are'bound to:mourn 
for” it, In-:ſuch a- day' of rebuk&-and: cCon- 
 faſion- as this ,, -God particularly rakes 'no- 
tice of our behaviour, and ſes every mour- 
ner in ſecret :- he allo. .beholds. 'the riotous 
cater of Fleſh, 'andihim "that idrinks -Wine , 
when the Lord. calls us-to weeping, faſting > 
and - mourning, And-I hope we hall-iie- 
\ ver forget'our interclly- bl WoVingowcary 
. of the autys: | 4 E | 
D H.- Ihe : 
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II. The ETWoY Er 5 Wa "ago De: | 
»id's malcdiction, was that without a like 
ſcrious and - particular humiliation, the curſe 
- infinuated in the Text will certainly over- 
rake us. The fin indeed 1s paſied away, to- 
gcther with the time in which it was com- 
mitted; and there are who ſeem willing we 
ſhould forget there was one, but the guilt 
of it remains, and makes us truly debtors to 
the juſtice of God. For if under the Law, 
the ſhedding of any innocent blood was ſao. 
crying a ſin, that when the murderer was 
not known the whole land was reſponſi- 
ble, and nauſt be purged by a general Sa- 
crifice.;; how unpardonable is it under the 
Goſpel, where he that loveth not his: Bro- 
ther is a murderer , and he that refiſteth re- 
ceaveth to himſelf damnation, for any to kill 
and take poſſeſſion of the Throne ? 

Such bold and daring tranſgreſſions : as theſe 
arc above the cognizance. of an earthly Tri- 
bunal, it is. God alone who can inflict an c- 
gual puniſhment, and who knows how to 
fupply what is wanting towards —_— | 
An 
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And were it fit for us to pry into the ſecrets 
of heaven, »wei might: reaſonably aſcribe it 
to an inquilition after this blood, that we fb 
long heard the cries/ of | the oppreſſed, and 
there was none to comfort them ; that we 
' beheld Servants oni:Horſes., 'and Princes 
walking as Servants on the Earth; that our 
Laws, our Liberties, and our Religion , 
were a prey to fuch as ſcoffed ar Kings, 
and made Princes a fcorni';- and that after 
we were. reſtored to them again, by a Mi- 
racle as great as our Ingratirude, yet then 
alfo "xook the Sword 'into his. hand , 
that he raiſed up a foreign enemy to- make 
War upon our Coaſts, that he ſent the 
Peſtilence ito our. Streets, and a deyour- 
ing Fire to lay waſte our Metropolis: | 
And 1s any fo blind as not to ſee this 
among the cauſes, why diſtreſs and per- 
plexity ſill remains upon -the Nation ? 
Mens heares failing them for fear , and for 
| looking after thoſe things which arc com- 
ing on the carth,- Is it not Judgmenr-like, 
that our excellent Religion, which hach 5 
forcign dependencies, and whoſe POP 
7 2 one 
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ſhould yet be. forced totruckle: cither:to; the 


- practices of Rome; or: to: a. riot of \Enthuſji- 
| aſts; 'and- that we are ſtill threatned-in their 


turns, cither with no Church ar-all, or rhe 
worſt among Chriſtians'?: are: we? not-ſhll 
left open to. a-bitter-and haſty Nation, ' to 
land upon. our Coaſts, and: poſſeſs. the dwel. 
ling places! which are not theirs:?+ Are noe 
our very bleſſings. all turned mto a curſe 2? 
our boaſted freedom 1s- now only a liberty 
to bite, and deyour- one another ;;- our long 
cried;up.hberty.;of, Conſcience proves. one of 
Impiety,.Licentionſne(s, and-Error,and at beft 
ſerves for a ſtep to Dominion more than De- 
votion; our.1aws,.are indeed open; but:to 
the continual. gonſpiracics; of falſe. witneſſes 
againſt the, Lives and Fortunes of - the Inno- 
cent ;; bur if. the Fountain alſo, is- troubled, 

as the many. aftcmpts; to, clear.it infinuace, if - 
there..be wickedneſs} in high places; or 'it 


| were. poſſible ro belieyeithe-reports, of Pa- 


triots that prefer -others.fafety eo-pur own, of 
fathers, thag,were never.,SOns, of Guardians 


that {cl] ther. Tra, Or the bke Contradic- 
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that: God's; anger--is not yer-turned. away, 


but his hand firetched our ſtill, and the ven- 


geance-impending. 

And thus 1 have attempted are POOr Ac- 
count of the maiediCtion, in order-ro avoid 
the like ; it remains to conſider the: reaſon 
ofit, For there the Shield' of the Mighty was 
zilely caſt away, | the Shield of Saul as though 
be had. not been anointed with: Oyl. 

This expreſſion of. David's grief we have 
no reaſon to afcribe to any -perſonal obliga- 
tions, .and therefore it muſt be interpreted 
as a confirmation of the practice of all-wiſe 


and civilized nations, who have been al-_ 
ways ſo ſcnſible of the adyantages of Go- 


vernment, as both to ſolemnize the birth of 
their Kings with all the exprefſions of pub- 
lick joy, and to, attend their deaths with. as 
great demonſtrations. of mourning. . - Nor 
was. it anciently. cſteemed an empty ceremo- 
ny. to. have the memory of a judgment pre- 
ſery'd by a, folemnity,,. but- as neceſſary; to 


imprint a. ſenſe. of-..ics: miſery,. and to-endear * 


the contrary bleſſing ; the multitude being 
wholly 


hs 


ons:-in- Morality: " pai we may- :cefclide | 
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hardly eſcaping the being affe&ted by 
them, Ou on 4 | 

We are not then to look upon David's 
action as private only and temporary, which 
cannot be drawn into example ; but 1t cx- 
preiſes the fetled and publick opmion” of 
the - whole Jewiſh Church. For he might 
formerly have as cafily cut off Saut's head 
as he did his garment, bur "that faith Optarus, 
Timuit Oleum , the holy Off was upon his 
head, and his character ſacred. And 1 
hope we, who pretend to a better informa- 
tion than the Jews cvcr had, ſhall not be 
leſs found' in the doctrine of civil obedr- 
ence, or think it alrered by the late exerciſe 
of that proviſional power, which is neceſſa- 
rily reſeryed to a free people upon all ex- 
traordinary emergencies. All theſe are que- 
ſtions of ' law and conſtitution, and were of 
old fo little thought to belong unto Divi- 
nity, that ours 1s the firſt State Schiſm known 
in the world ; and therefore our Superjors 
owe ycry little to the comroyertts on cither 
fide. Me KF cor Pe en” 
But 
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But the time allows nat a juſt profecu- 
tion of the ſubject,” and much les a digre(- 
ſion from it; it then we recolle& the whole, 


we have. heard the guilt and ftill feel the 


conſequences of this wicked a&tion ; it hath 
brought us nigh unto curſing , for. it was 
this villany which firſt forced the poſterity 
of that pious King out-of - their Country, 
and-their Religion together, and which, - as 
a confeqnence of that, hath entailed upon 
us diſputed titles, and for ought yer appears 
endlefs wars. : 

The way then to appeaſe the wrath of 
God, and to waſh out the gwity ſtain of 
our Soycraigns blood, 1s not to umte 1n for- 
getting- it, or to. add umpudence to -the 
crime, by ſeeking to depreſs his credit, but” 
to make the remembrance of . his unde. 
ſerved ſufferings ſtill more ſolemn and effe- 
Etual, that the ſhame juſtly due, and fo of- 
ten charged to - the account of our Nation 
for them, may be an inftrument- to turn us 
from cur tranſgreſſions, and make us bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance. It 1s yet 
in the power of ' an humble A 

| | maxe. 
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HOY Cod: ho”. ajom 4 1 our a. and 
20 forth with our Armies, and though our 
Saateeſ ohred reaſon: can ſce nothing before 
us but blackneſs and darkneſs and confu(t- 


on, vet he can by unforcſeen ways eaſily 


diſperſc the ſtorm, and eſtabliſh our happt- 
nels as the ſtrong mountains. | 

And in order to attain that bd end of 
our follies, .give'me leave ro conclude with 
King Solomon's axiom, Prov. 29...25... The 
. fear of man bringeth a fare, but. whoſo putteth 
his truft in the Lord ſhall be ſafe. We are 
fallen into thoſe dregs of time, wherein hy- 
pocrifie and profaneneſs ſeem to divide, the 
world between them, 
affected piety 1s out of countenance ; where- 
in all the facred ties to. our King. and Coun- 


try-appear as looſe as our manners; and in_ 


which that generous honeſty and integrity, 
which was oncethe glory and the character of 
our ]Nation, 1s all vaniſhed into; mean; falſe 
and undermining compliances, 
dare own diſcouraged -Virtues, and would 
ſtand - in the gap to fave the whole from 
deftruction, the true way is not to fob 


and all crue and un- 


If then we 
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thoſe faſhionable flatterics that- 2 
the embracers ; much If are we to put 
any confidence in our ſelves, whoſe ſtrength 
-|- - 15 but weakneſs, but we ate according to 
the wiſe mans diretion to truſt in the Lord, 
that is, in the conſtant ſenſe of Holy Writ, 
to make our ways ſo dirc&t'as-may cncou- 
rage our afhance in him. And if God be 
'- for us, who can be againſt us? May he 
—_ therefore <ndue us all with this wiſdom from 
aboye,.' and only true greatneſs of. mind_, 
that we may keep innocency, and. do the 
thing that is right, and this ſhall + HG us. 
peace at the laſt. 


*  Aop t0 God the Father, God 5 Son, and: 3 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be all glory and ho<. Y 
| 20Hr, , world without.end, Amen. = 


